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APPRENDIX 4

Play spaces are a high priority
for families - the introduction of
play spaces can engender
community ownership and
engagement, bring families
together and can help to reduce
youth crime and anti-social

Well used and maintained
children’s play areas add to
general use of and pride in
community space.

Facilities for play and informal
recreation are well designed
through engaging with children
and young people can enhance
their sense of ownership and
respect for their neighbourhood
environment.

Well designed play areas and
staffed play provision like ad-
venture play grounds can en-
able children to develop the
physical skills and confidence to
manage risks at play; helping to
reduce accidents in parks and
green spaces, schools and
children’s centres.

Reducing levels of car usage in
the built environment, through
20 mph zones, home zones and
other design, planning and
engineering measures can calm
traffic and reduce accidents to
children

Involving children in the plan-
ning and design of routes and
other measures can facilitate
access to play and increase
children’s independence while
also reducing accidents.

Natural play areas add to green
space and engender environ-
mental awareness in children.

Good play provision and child-
friendly public space can pro-
mote a sense of belonging,
increasing mutual understand-
ing and respect and changing
perceptions of behaviour and
responsibility.

Good play space can increase

residents’ satisfaction with their
homes and with local authority

services

Playing out increases physical
activity and can promote mental
well being and resilience.

Play services and play spaces
can, and should be, fully inclu-
sive and accessible and all
neighbourhoods should have
access to playable areas.

Where children - and their
families - feel safe playing out
they are more likely to walk or
cycle to school.

Good play provision offers
opportunities for children to
have fun and enjoy life, to de-
velop and maintain friendships
and increases their self-
confidence.

Well-designed play spaces and
supervised free play can reduce
bullying and help children’s self-
confidence.

Safer routes to and from play
spaces, street play schemes
and greater supervision of
public space should reduce
accidents involving children.

Good play opportunities pro-
mote informal learning, creativ-
ity and initiative, and can im-
prove children’s ability to con-
centrate.

Children’s enjoyment of their
childhoods, including play and
recreation - things to do and
places to go - is a key to the
Every Child Matters Outcomes.

Good play provision is at the heart of the safe, cohesive and prosperous communities where children can thrive and
develop. Free, accessible play space helps children from poorer families to compensate for lack of other opportunities.




